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SPORTS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

SOUTHSIDE RECREATION COMPLEX 

COACH’S BUILDING 

1114 SW KUHN ROAD 

LAKE CITY, FLORIDA 32025 

 

AGENDA 

 

OCTOBER 18, 2016 

 

6:00 P.M. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

PLEDGE TO U.S. FLAG 

EVERETT PHILLIPS, CHAIRMAN 

 

 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 

 

(1.) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2016 SPORTS ADVISORY 

COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

(2.) UPDATE ON SOUTHSIDE SPORTS COMPLEX CONSTRUCTION- CLINT 

PITTMAN. 

 

(3.) REPORT FROM RECREATION DIRECTOR- MARIO COPPOCK 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1.   

 

2.    

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 17, 2017    

 

ADJOURNMENT 



Columbia County Sports Advisory Council 
Minutes of July 19, 2016 

 

Committee Members present: 

Commissioner Everett Phillips Chairman 
Commissioner Rusty DePratter 
Jackie Brooks, Ft. White Babe Ruth Baseball 
Cedric May, Ft. White Babe Ruth Baseball 
Sherri Miller, Ft. White Babe Ruth Baseball 
Shawn Sanders, Ft. White Softball 
Larry Schneider, Lake City Babe Ruth Baseball 
Ward Swisher, Columbia County Girl’s Softball 
Paula Vann, Tourist Development Council 
 
Staff Present: 

Nicole Smith, Columbia County Recreation Department  
Clint Pittman, Director, Landscape and Parks 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by the Chairman, Commissioner Phillips. 
Commissioner Phillips gave the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
 
1. Approval of minutes from Tuesday, April 19, 2016 Sports Advisory Council. Motion made by 

Paula Vann, seconded by Ward Swisher. 
 
2. Update of Southside Sports Complex Construction-Clint Pittman. 
 
Clint Pittman informed the council that the improvements at the complex were going well. 

There are two fields with large piles of dirt and they are the last two that need to be renovated. 
Equipment has been dropped off and renovation will begin next week. The next phase of the 
sidewalks is in progress right now. Clint met with representatives from the RC Track and will be 
working with them to make some ADA improvements. The field renovations will be extended 
slightly because of sod issues and weather. As soon as the sod is complete the fields will be 
complete. Odds and ends will be completed as needed.  
 
Clint informed the council that the lightning detection system was installed at both Ft. White 
and Southside Complex but they cannot be activated until they are properly connected to our 
computers. They have been tested and are working and as soon as training is completed and 
they are connected to the computers they will be operable. Pittman also updated the council 

on the Verizon cell phone booster antennae that was placed at the complex. All legal bases 
have been covered and the county is waiting on Verizon to complete items on their end before 
the antennae is up and running.  

 
 



3. Report from Recreation Director- Nicole Smith 
 
Administrative secretary Nicole Smith filled in for Mario Coppock and thanked the different 
sports groups for submitting their registration numbers as requested from the BOCC during the 
budget process. She stated that Mr. Coppock was doing much better. There were a few 
requests to use the softball field at the community center for practice and Pop Warner football 
is gearing up to get started.   No new field requests have been submitted since the last meeting.  
 
4. Sports Marketing Update- Kelly Lowry 

 
Nicole Smith read a report submitted by Lowrey, the report stated there were 9 baseball and 
softball tournaments during the month of June and a Bulls and Barrels Rodeo event. The USSSA 

Girls Softball has also set several dates to return in the fall. The Global Sports Alliance (GSA) is a 
new baseball group that has entered into an agreement to host tournaments at the Southside 
Complex this coming fall.  
 
Old Business 
Commissioner Phillips gave a review of the 3-day RC Track event that went on recently. He was 
impressed at the number of people that attended the event and the interest that it created for 
the complex. Clint informed the council that there will be an upcoming race this weekend at the 
track.  
 
Cedric May brought up the restrooms for the Ft. White complex. Pittman turned in the project 
with the capital outlay requests for his department and the proposal has gone to the BOCC for 
approval. The request included $150,000 to build a restroom facility comparable to the one 
currently at the Southside complex. Mr. May has expressed that he continues to receive 
questions from the public about the bathrooms. Commissioner Depratter stated the item will 
come before the board during the budget meeting on August 18, 2016. He suggested those 
concerned with the project come to the meeting to show support for the request.  
 
New Business 
Larry Schneider thanked Pittman, and Vann for their help during the state championships 
played recently at the complex. One issue he brought to the council was the complaints about 
the bathrooms in the Babe Ruth facility. The bathrooms are too hot during the weekend 
tournaments. Fans were brought in but did not help much. Scoreboards in the red area are also 
a concern because they are a part of the contract requirements to obtain tournaments with 

Babe Ruth. He stated the current scoreboards are outdated and would like to use some 
tournament funds to help purchase new ones. Schneider also suggested installing fans in the 
dugout areas, he stated there is already electricity running into the dugouts and would not be 

too difficult to do.  
 
Military tournament has caused some concern for the concessions. Schneider stated that there 
is no control during these adult-centered events. Many of the teams during the tournament are 
bringing in several coolers and their own food to cook. He shows they are losing money by 



providing concessions for those types of events.  Pittman conveyed that one of the main 
problems is that there are no gate personnel to monitor the outside food and drink. Also 
smaller tournaments are costing more money than what is being collected. Pittman suggested 
they negotiate whether or not to host smaller teams. He suggested reducing some of the 
services for the smaller tournaments to cut down the expenses.  
 
Schneider also brought up the idea of bringing back the gate fee for the Babe Ruth games. He 
cited the need for the program to be able to provide for itself. Vann asked if the fee would be 
for tournaments or recreation leagues. The agreement with Babe Ruth states that if there is a 

registration fee charged for the teams to participate in the tournament then there cannot be a 
gate fee charged during the tournament. Clint clarified that a resolution was established in the 
past that restricts Babe Ruth from charging gate fees during rec ball. Commissioner Depratter 

stated that he would need to see facts and figures to justify reinstituting a gate fee, and felt we 
should not be charging our local parents to see their kids play.   
 
The next meeting will be held on October 18, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the Southside Sports 
Complex Coaches Building. 
 
Commissioner Phillips asked if there was any other business, there was none and the motion to 
adjourn at 6:39 p.m. was made by Paula Vann; seconded by Ward Swisher.   
 


